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Dear Parents/Caregivers,

Thank you to the many of you for your 
congratulations and kind words after 
the announcement of the SA Public 
Teaching Awards, Secondary Leader of 
the Year. I was honoured to be there 
representing Murray Bridge High 
School and the Murraylands 
community. I was able to celebrate with 
my mum Anny and sisters Rita and 
Renee, joined by Education Director 
Stan Hagias. The $10,000 prize money 
will fund an exploration of high 
performing schools by two MBHS 
teachers.

While we weren’t able to have Remembrance Day at the memorial wall this year due to 
poor weather conditions, we were still able to commemorate the fallen. Barb Quast 
provided a very moving speech where she reflected on local identities and what it 
meant for them to serve their country. Earlier in the week a group of Year 9 students 
accompanied by the marching band walked across the Bridge to the RSL where they 
met with guest speakers who shared their experiences.

Anyone walking down Bridge Street last Wednesday afternoon would have heard the 
‘Sounds in the Shell’, a combination of music appreciation and entrepreneurial stalls 
selling all types of goods made by students.  The event was designed for students, by 
students.  I would especially like to thank students Baylee, Akaila, Peyton, Jazmin, 
Bella and Hannah who made it all happen, with the support of Choo-Lee Long and 
Roxanne Rowland. I can see this event becoming even bigger in years to come!

As the exams come to an end we wish all of our year twelves the best for their future. 
This week we have the celebration dinner at The Bend, and Presentation Night where 
students will be acknowledged for the final time. it is a bittersweet time as we farewell 
young people we have nurtured for the last five years.

Finally, we have made changes to our last week of school this year, with a combination 
of lessons and activities. Feedback from students indicated that they wanted to meet 
with their teachers and classes for next year and find out a bit about what the subjects 
entail, rather than waiting for the start of the year. We will have a separate timetable 
and more details will come out soon.

mailto:dl.0785.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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This year a number of MBHS students entered the 
Nationwide Pens Against Poverty competition for 2021. 
The Pens Against Poverty competition is an official activity 
of Anti-Poverty Week and encourages schools, teachers, 
and students to become educated in the important issues of 
poverty and homelessness in our communities in Australia, 
while developing unique creative voices through writing.

Congratulations to Year 9 student Jessica Deane who won 
the Pens Against Poverty Years 9-10 poetry award for 2021. 
The judges stated that Jessica's entry was a "powerful 
portrait of a young women in poverty who doesn't waste a 
word". The Awards Ceremony included a very special 
message from the Governor-General of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, His Excellency General the Honourable David 
Hurley AC DSC (Retd) & Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley. 

Poverty website 
http://pensagainstpoverty.org/awards-ceremony-2021/.

Pens Against Poverty by Jessica Deane

She lies on the ground and waits
Like a wounded seagull for food
The passers by looking down
Not shedding her a tear
Avoiding her existence
Ignoring her desperation

All alone

The girl will wait
Just wishing for a meal
Or a friend
Or anyone to see
At just 16
She shouldn’t be sitting
On the cold, hard ground
Winter wind bites her ghostly skin
Blanket worn, clothes a shred, stomach less than empty
Sounds of the street, sirens, stomping
Never waiting for her.

As mentioned in the last Newsletter, please see an update on Jessica Deane’s Poem and Award.

Principal Ruth Mussger presents Jessica with her award with English teacher Patti Williamson-Daley

http://pensagainstpoverty.org/awards-ceremony-2021/
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Year 11 Outdoor Education - Fishing          by Aaron Pratt

On Tuesday 2nd of November, 16 Year 11 students undertook a 2 day 
self-sustainable fishing experience. Students developed their 
knowledge of the natural environment, along with outdoor skills 
through sourcing their own bait and utilising it to catch fish. Students 
ventured down to the Fleurieu Peninsula and set up camp at the Port 
Elliot Caravan Park. Once camp was established they travelled to 
Goolwa where they met some local seals while exploring the barrage. 
Students then walked over the dunes to Goolwa beach where they 
sourced their own Pipi’s that they would use over the next 2 days. 
With bait in hand, the group visited the man-made Encounter Lakes in 
Victor Harbour where they had some success. The next morning 
arrived with on and off showers, however the group pushed on and 
arrived at their second location of the Hindmarsh River mouth in 
Victor Harbour, where again some students were successful. The 2 
day experience saw students developing new skills and relationships 
in the natural environments, with all enjoying their time. 

Year 11 Outdoor Education - Land Based Program Indoor Rock-Climbing at 
Vertical Reality  by Kathryn Reedy

On 29th of October, the Year 11 Outdoor Ed class ventured to Vertical Reality in Holden Hill for their Indoor 
Rock-climbing experience. Here they received intensive training and actively participated in a fun day of indoor 
rock-climbing under the direct supervision of the centre's fully qualified rock-climbing instructors.

Students learnt how to safely and correctly belay, tie the basic double figure 
8 knot, how to boulder and climb with a rope. They also improved their 
resilience, perseverance, reduced their fear of heights, communication skills 
and ability to trust people and work part of an effective team. It was very 
rewarding to see the group working closely together and really supporting 
each other throughout the day. The Rock-climbing centre staff commented 
on our student’s awesome behaviour, positive attitude, good listening skills 
and ability to work effectively as a team, which is a true credit to them all. 
Well done team.
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Year 11 Outdoor Education  Aquatics Based 
Program - 3 Day Kayaking Camp  
by Kathryn Reedy

On Wednesday 20th to Friday 22nd of October, the Year 11 
Outdoor Education class ventured to the Murraylands Aquatics 
Centre for their 3-day kayaking camp with staff members 
Kathryn Reedy, Zoe Greer and UNISA student teacher Nick 
Linder. Students participated in a 2-day basic skills course 
which was run by fully qualified Flatwater kayaking instructors 
from the Murraylands Aquatics Centre. This is a nationally 
accredited course where paddlers demonstrate the 
fundamental skills of kayaking. They showcased their skills 
with a 11.5km day paddle from Avoca Deli Reserve in Murray 
Bridge to the Murraylands Aquatics Centre. This experience 
really tested the student’s resilience, patience and teamwork. 
During the camp students learnt about the importance of the 
River Murray and a range of local environmental issues. 
Furthermore, students learnt valuable life skills such as how to 
cook using a Trangia stove and independently plan a suitable 
healthy and nutritional menu for 3 days. All students enjoyed 
the experience, developing skills and building relationships in 
the process. Well done team.
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Shearing at Roper 
Road Farm 

by Ally Braun

On Thursday 4th November  
the Agriculture students 
participated in a full day of 
shearing at Roper Road 
Farm under the guidance 
of Dave Riechelt from 
Shearing Contractors 
Association of SA. Students 
are learning how to shear 
and practice wool 
handling.
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Sounds at the Shell - Student Led Project by 
Choo-Lee Long

As part of the Year 10 Special Interest Music curriculum, one 
of the topics studied has been music event planning. The 
students have planned three different types of music events 
this year with their final product being a community event 
‘Sounds at the Shell’. The event was held Wednesday 10 
November at Edwards Square, Murray Bridge. 

The event was filled with live music from ‘The Station’, Murray 
Bridge High Year 8 and 10 rock bands, duets, and 
entrepreneurial stalls and activities. 

We would like to especially thank ‘The Station’ for providing a 
fabulous set of live music, the Rotary clubs of Murray Bridge, 
Mobilong and Tailem Bend for selling food and drinks, 
Headspace for their stall and support and the Rural City of 
Murray Bridge for their use of the venue and the opportunity 
to apply and be awarded a quick grant to finance the 
advertising for our event. 

The students made the decision for profit from stalls to go 
towards supporting the organisation ‘Beyond Blue’, we would 
like to especially thank Rotary for their generosity of food and 
drinks profit in supporting this. Stay tuned to hear the final 
amount of money raised! 

This event was dreamed, planned, executed and led by Year 
10 music students Baylee Cooper, Akaila Baltussen, Peyton 
Allen, Jazmin Catanzariti, Bella Cameron and Hannah McFee. 
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Students present  a “Pitch” to Minister and Chief Entrepreneur      by Roxanne Rowland

On Thursday 4 November, in the MBHS Entrepreneurial Hub, students from 10 learning areas 
presented a ‘pitch’ to Minister David Pisoni and Chief Entrepreneur Andrew Nunn on the 
entrepreneurial learning undertaken in their classes since mid-year. Subject areas included SACE 
Business Innovation; E-Sports; Disruptive Technologies; and Australian Curriculum areas covering 
Young Designers; Men@Metal; ETSY-preneur; Food Technology - Product Innovation; Civics and 
Citizenship; and Music - Event Planning. Dannielle was the last speaker and presented her 
business pitch - BuzzyBee - her part time business venture, after successfully gaining a Local 
Government innovation grant in 2020 while studying at the ILC. 

Students outlined their products, processes undertaken, successes and failures, to include the value of entrepreneurial 
learning to future career paths. Minister Pisoni  spoke of the need to be entrepreneurial in all aspects of current life and 
Chief Entrepreneur encouraged each student present to continue their “never give-up” attitude students spoke of and 
to be proud of all the learning each had achieved to date.

Students presented their products to the wider community at the Sounds at the Shell event at Edwards Square on 
Wednesday 10th November, with proceeds going to Beyond Blue.
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In the lead up to Remembrance Day the Year 9 
students were invited to walk across  the bridge and up 
to the RSL CLub.

Why walk the bridge you ask? In World War 2 the two 
bridges in Murray Bridge were the only bridges 
spanning the River Murray. Soldiers were responsible 
for guarding these 2 bridges with orders to blow them 
up should the enemy approach. Of course it never 
happened but the threat was always there.

During the crossing the students were accompanied by 
the school’s marching band making it an enjoyable (and 
noisy) occasion.

After crossing the bridge the students made their way 
up to the RSL Club where they were met by President 
Rodney Harris and guest speakers. The speakers were 
able to inform the students of their experiences in the 
armed forces.

We thank the RSL Club for hosting us and for helping 
our students understand the impact armed conflict has 
on individuals, the community and the world. We also 
thank SAPOL for supporting us by closing the bridge to 
ensure the safety of our students.

On Thursday we will hold our annual Remembrance 
Day commemoration and at 11.00 am “we will 
remember them”.

Bridge Walk for Remembrance Day              by Helen Peake
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Remembrance Day 2021      by Helen Peake

Remembrance Day 2021 was a memorable occasion in 
that we had to move the service to the Gym due to the 
inclement weather. However this did not dampen spirits. 
The service commenced with the Murray Bridge High 
School Combined Concert Band and Drumline playing 
‘The Unknown Soldier” by Adrian Hallam. After the 
acknowledgement to country we welcomed back retired 
teacher Barb Quast who shaped her address around the 
theme of “I wish it need not have happened in my time”. 
Barb drew inspiration from such stories as the life and 
death of Nurse Doris Alice Ridgeway who grew up at 
Cookes Plains and Private Albert John Mugford (Jack) a 
Murray Bridge lad who was killed in action on the 23rd 
July 1916.

Barb closed her remarks with “Remembrance Day is 
about all of the ordinary Australians who made the 
decision to serve in times of danger and war. People who 
decided what to do with the time that was given to them. 
However, through their decisions and their sacrifice we 
who are present today have also been given a gift. Our 
gift, from those like Staff Nurse Ridgeway and Privates 
Charnstrom and Mugford and every other Australian who 
has served in our armed forces over more than 100 years, 
is the safety, peace and freedom to choose what we will 
do with the times that they have given to us. To be the 
best people we can be and serve our family, our 
communities and our land and country and honour their 
sacrifice”.

Wreaths were laid by Claire and Bella representing the 
staff and students of Murray Bridge High School, by Zoe 
and Aaron representing the ILC and by Mr Coulter and 
Corey representing the Inclusive Education Centre.

After the reading of ‘The Ode’ by Barb, teacher Sean 
Hickey dressed in uniform, played the Last Post which 
was followed by the one minute of silence. The playing of 
the National Anthem brought the service to a close.

We wish to acknowledge and thank Barb Quast for her 
address and also the students who played an important 
role on Remembrance Day 2021.
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DATES TO REMEMBER - TERM 4

Mon, 15 Nov             Year 12 Dinner

Tue, 16 Nov             Rotary Dinner at MBHS

Wed, 17 Nov     Presentation Night

Fri, 19 Nov              Last day of lessons for Year 11

                      Interact - End Polio Now 

               White Ribbon Day

Mon-Thu, 21-25 Nov         PS Transition Music Tours

Wed, 24 Nov   Uniform Fit Night Year 7 - 3.30-6.30pm

Thu, 25 Nov     ILC End of Year Presentations - 11am

          Year 10 Drama Production - 6pm

           Uniform Fit Night Year 8 - 3.30-6.30pm

Tue, 30 Nov   Year 7 Primary Transition visit

       Finance Committee - 5pm

Thu, 2 Dec  Year 6 Primary Transition visit

Tue, 7 Dec      Governing Council

Fri, 10 Dec       Last day of Term 4, 2pm dismissal

Mon   15 Nov       12.00pm - 6.00pm
Tue    16 Nov        10.00am - 6.30pm
Wed   17 Nov        10.00am - 6.30pm
Thu    18 Nov        8.30am - 3.00pm


